“SAM MULDOON, PRI VATE EYE’
By Rob Bi esenbach

CAST

Sam — 8, grade school private eye, tough, hard-bitten
Jennifer — 9, dansel in distress, ice queen

Ashl ey — 8, Sami s double-crossing girlfriend

(I'n a treehouse. Sam addresses
audi ence. Jennifer enters on cue.)

SAM
"Il never forget the night she walked into ny life. I was working
late in the treehouse. It was 8:30 — a hal f-hour past ny bed tinme.
VWhat can | say? It was a school night. | heard a knock on the door and

in she wal ked. She was a tall drink of water, nearly 4-foot-six.
Bl onde, built like a brick school house. Nine years old, but with the

body of an 11-year-old. The second I saw her, | knew she was trouble.
JENNI FER
You Sam Mul doon?
SAM
What’'s the sign on the door say?
JENNI FER
It says, “Grls Keep Qut.”
SAM
No, | nean the other one ...the one in blue Crayon.
JENNI FER

Ch, sorry ...it says, “Sam Mul doon, Private Eye.” That you?

SAM
In the flesh. Have a seat ...fruit rollup?

JENNI FER
No thanks, I'mtrying to quit ...nasty habit.

SAM
We all gotta die of sonethin.’

(He cranms whole fruit rollup in his
mout h and chews.)

Now unl ess you clinbed all the way up here to gimre a nutrition
| ecture, whaddaya say we get down to busi ness?

JENNI FER
Fair enough. I'’mJennifer. |’m here about ny boyfriend, Johnny.
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SAM
Ya think he’s seein’ soneone on the side?
JENNI FER
How d ya know?
SAM
Sweet heart, |’ve been in this business half nmy life — four years — and
|I’ve seen it all. But 1'Il tell ya right now, if it’s nuscle yer

| ookin’ for, ya cane to the wong pl ace ...

JENNI FER
No, | don’'t want himhurt ...just tail ed.
SAM
VWhere can | find hinf
JENNI FER

Same place he goes every day after school. Chucki e Cheese. Ya know the
pl ace?

SAM
(To audi ence) Yeah, | knew the place. Down at the mall ...reeks of
war med- over pizza and stale cotton candy. It’s where zonbie-eyed
st ooges ganble away their lunch noney to win plush toys and beanie
babi es for danes |ike her.

JENNI FER
Thi nk you’ ve got ne pegged, huh?

SAM
It ain't algebra, dollface ...you' re about as hard to figure out as a
one-col ored Rubi k’s cube.

JENNI FER
Is that right?

SAM
Yeah, that’s right. You strut in here in your snug “Hello Kitty”
jumper, dripping in jewelry fromClaire's ...

JENNI FER
VWhat ' s your beef, friend?

SAM
IIl tell you what ny beef is. And | ain't your friend. How do | know
this aint a setup?

JENNI FER
A setup?
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SAM
You heard nme. How do | know sone goons aren’t waitin there to jack
me? Ya make a |ot of enemies in this business ...1've sent nobre guys up

the river to detention hall than you’ ve dated.

JENNI FER
I wouldn’t be so sure ...1’ve been around the block a few tines.
SAM
That right?
JENNI FER
Actually, | still need to take ny older sister along if | go around

the block — but | am experienced. Maybe | could ...make that experience
work for you ...after you help nme out. You ever been French kissed?

SAM
French ki ssed?
JENNI FER
Is there an echo in here?
SAM

Used to be — but then | put up that A sen Tw ns poster

JENNI FER
Why ya stallin’, San? Don’t tell nme you re afraid of cooties ...

SAM
OCh, that’'s rich. What about Johnny? Ya just gonna toss himaside |like
yesterday’s com cs?

JENNI FER
Sure ...after we’ ve got the goods on him
SAM
Boy, you are one cold fish. (Pause, considering) Tell ya what. 1’|
take the case. | don't know why, but |I’mgonna go out on a linb here

and trust you. One question though: why nme?

JENNI FER
Because you' re a dick
SAM
Says you.
JENNI FER
No, | nean, you're a gunshoe, a flatfoot, a detective — like the sign
says.
SAM

OCh, right. (Pause) So, ya got a photo of this “Johnny?”
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JENNI FER
Here ya go.
SAM
Ni ce mug.
JENNI FER

Yeah, he’'s easy on the eyes, that’'s for sure. That's |last year’s cl ass
phot o, though — his front tooth has come in since then

SAM
Okay, |'ll be on the case tonorrow, right after 6'" period. (Pause.)
Tell ya what, to seal the deal, how about a ...“downpaynent?”
JENNI FER
VWhat'd you have in m nd?
SAM
First base?
JENNI FER

You nove fast. Dependi ng on the neighborhood, “first base” can nmean
anything froma kiss on the cheek to —

(Sam spi ns her around.)

SAM
Pi pe down and hol d ny hand!

(They stand hol di ng hands for a noment
in a passionate but kid-1like enbrace,
then Ashley enters.)

ASHLEY
Sam Mul doon, you two-tim ng bastard!

SAM
Ashl ey, it’s not what ya think! Ckay, honey, put down the water
bal I oon ...

ASHLEY
Hey, I"'mnot afraid to use this! | knew | couldn’t trust ya, Sam
That’s why | hired Jennifer here — to see if you d cheat on ne.

SAM
Oh, it'’s the ol’ doubl e-cross, eh?

JENNI FER/ ASHLEY
That’s right!
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SAM
Well, ain’t you a couple of peaches? (To Ashley) So then | guess we're
kaput, huh?
ASHLEY

You catch on fast.

(She pelts himwith water ball oon.)

SAM
(To Jennifer) And you and ne?

JENNI FER
Not a chance! And don’t think Johnny's not hearin’ about this!

(Ashl ey and Jennifer exit.)
SAM
(To audi ence) So, | got played. Wiat can | say? W’ ve all got our
blind spots. Mne's pretty girls. Well, good riddance to ‘em ...t hough

I can’'t say I’'mlookin” forward to ridin’ that school bus in the
nmorning ...maybe | can get a note from Mom ...

(Lights out.)
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